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New Mexico Tech Residential Life COVID-19 Infected Resident Plan

Purpose:

This document shows the steps the Residential Life department will take if we know/believe a
resident on campus is infected with COVID-19. Residential Life will work in collaboration with
other departments: Facilities, Health Center, Dean of Students, Auxiliary Services, NM
Department of Health COVID-19 Hotline (855-600-3453), and others we deem necessary to
help residents get the proper care they need. The following requirements are based upon and
subject to change by New Mexico Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham’s Executive Orders, New
Mexico Department of Health (NMDOH) Orders, Center for Disease Control (CDC) Best
Practices, and practicing good common sense during a pandemic.

Fully vaccinated people can refrain from quarantine and testing following a known exposure if
asymptomatic.

Scenario 1: Residential Life is informed that a resident, who has not been fully
vaccinated, has come in close contact with someone who tested positive.

Residential Life will inform the resident to follow DOH and CDC guidelines to get tested for
COVID-19.

1. The resident will be placed in isolation for 10 days and then 4 days of symptom
monitoring, if they exhibit no symptoms of COVID-19, and have a negative COVID-19
test or clearance letter from their medical provider then they can resume normal
activities.

2. The resident and Residential Life will also follow steps # 2-7 below in Scenario 2

Scenario 2: Residential Life is informed that a resident has COVID-19 symptoms

1. Residential Life will inform the resident to follow DOH and CDC guidelines to get tested
for COVID-19.

2. If a student has roommates, suitemates or apartment mates we will strongly recommend
they isolate themselves until the student has tested negative for COVID-19.

3. Residents will be required to stay isolated in their room/apartment until they have
received COVID-19 test results.
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1. If a student lives in a building with community bathrooms they will be allowed to
leave their room to use the bathroom facilities only. They will be instructed to
wipe down surface areas they contacted.

4. Residential Life staff will inform Chartwells (575-835-6710) that meals will need to be
delivered to the residents room/apartment.

5. Residents of the building will be notified there is a potential case of COVID-19 in their
building.

6. The resident will provide Residential Life with a letter of their test results.
1. If the tests results are negative, they will be able to go back to their normal

function (e.g. social distancing, face masks, proper hygiene, etc.).
2. If tests results are positive see Scenario 3

7. See #7-10 below in Scenario 3 for needed notifications.

Scenario 3: Resident tests positive for COVID-19

1. The resident will be relocated to either a vacant apartment in Mountain Springs or to a
hotel space reserved for positive COVID-19 students.

1. The resident will be told to only bring essential items with them as they are
quarantined.

2. If the resident cannot transport themselves, Socorro County will transport them.
2. The resident will be told they must quarantine in their new living space for at least 10

days from symptom onset or day COVID test was taken, and be symptom-free before
they are permitted to come out of quarantine. If the resident is asymptomatic or only has
minor symptoms then they may remain in their accommodation. If the resident has
severe symptoms and needs to be hospitalized, see scenario 4.

3. Custodial staff will enter the room/apartment after the resident has been relocated to
sanitize the living space and any communal areas the resident visited. They will follow
best practices on sanitation and disinfection.

4. Residential Life staff will inform Chartwells and Auxiliary Services that meals will need to
be delivered to the resident’s room/apartment.

5. The resident will need to work collaboratively with NMDH and NMT staff to help trace
direct contact or potential exposure they had with other individuals. Close contacts will
be placed in Scenario 1.

6. Residents are encouraged to continue their school work if possible during their time of
quarantine.

7. Residents are also encouraged to email their faculty and teaching assistance to notify
them that they are currently under quarantine and need to receive their work
assignments. The student is also encouraged to log onto the Dean of Students Website
and complete an Absentee Notification Form so the Dean will help communicate and
verify the student is under quarantine.

https://www.nmt.edu/studentlife/dos/
https://www.nmt.edu/studentlife/dos/documents/ABSENTEE%20NOTIFICATION%202.13.19.pdf
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8. It is the students responsibility to effectively communicate with all parties (e.g.
instructors, work supervisors, etc.) and make-up their work.

9. Residential Life will provide the COVID-19/Pandemic Support Specialist with the contact
information of any resident students being isolated or quarantined.  The Specialist will
coordinate contact and wellness checks with these students, as well to ensure
compliance.

10. The student’s Health Care Providers  or Department of Health [HQ5] should also be in
contact with these residents for follow-ups.

Scenario 4: Resident is hospitalized due to Covid-19 Symptoms

1. Custodial staff will enter the room/apartment after the resident has been sent to hospital
to sanitize the living space and any communal areas the resident visited. They will follow
procedures set in Scenario 3.

2. With permission, the family of the resident will be notified.
3. The resident will be allowed back to their campus housing when the hospital staff state it

is safe to do so. If the hospital releases the student, but they are not symptom-free and
have not received a negative test result, the resident will follow steps in Scenario 2
above.

4. If student decides to not return to on campus housing they will receive a partial refund on
their room and meals


